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Monday 

Listening Task: A Japanese School 

1. Pre-Listening: 
 Describe a normal school day in the life of a student in your country 

including hours, class subjects, meals, rules, dress, and extra-curricular 
activities.  

2. Listening Exercise: 

 Listen to the text and answer the questions.  Follow this link to listen to it:  
https://www.esl-lab.com/easy/school-schedule/ 

 You can have an adult read the text aloud to you.  Follow the procedure 
below. 

 You can answer the questions in the pack and then do the Kahoot quiz 
which you can access by clicking on the following link: 
https://kahoot.it/challenge/0209448?challenge-id=fc800eef-9fac-4ec3-8137-

9b6d6d7f4942_1584704199904 

3. Post-Listening Exercises 

What thing do you most enjoy about your school life? Explain and discuss 
some of these topics: 

 the length of the school year 
 a typical day at school 
 teacher and student interaction 
 school rules (e.g., dress, hair styles, chewing gum, talking in class, 

cheating, arriving late, etc.) 

Procedure for listening task: 

1. Listen to the task for the first time. 
2. Listen to the questions being read aloud.  You may start answering them. 
3. Listen to the text for the second time. 
4. Listen to the questions being read aloud again and answer and questions 

you left out. 
 

https://www.esl-lab.com/easy/school-schedule/
https://kahoot.it/challenge/0209448?challenge-id=fc800eef-9fac-4ec3-8137-9b6d6d7f4942_1584704199904
https://kahoot.it/challenge/0209448?challenge-id=fc800eef-9fac-4ec3-8137-9b6d6d7f4942_1584704199904
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Listening Text 
Randall: Hello. Today I'm interviewing Joshua on his experiences going to a Japanese school. 
Now Joshua, what time do you go to school? 
Joshua: Eight O'clock. 

Randall: Eight O'clock. And do you go by yourself, or on a school bus? 
Joshua: No, I have a group that goes with me. 
Randall: So you go with a group? 
Joshua: Uh-huh. 
Randall: Now what kinds of things do you take to school? 
Joshua: I take my taiso fuku, that is gym clothes, and I take my backpack and my books [ Oh, 
okay. ] and stuff like that. 
Randall: Okay and what is the first thing you do when you get to school? 
Joshua: We do "kiritsu, rei." 
Randall: "Kiritsu" and "rei." Now what are those? 
Joshua: It means "stand up, bow." 
Randall: Stand up and bow. 
Joshua: Uh-huh. 
Randall: And what do you study at school? 
Joshua: We study kokugo, that is writing and reading and stuff like that [ Okay], and sansu, 
that's math. [ Okay. ]. And, let's see…, we do gym too. 
Randall: Okay, and where do you eat lunch? Do you have a lunchroom or cafeteria? 
Joshua: No, we eat in our classroom. 
Randall: You eat in your classroom! [ Yeah. ]. Oh wow. That is very interesting. Now what time do 
you come home from school? 
Joshua: We come home sometimes at 3:00 and sometimes at 2:00. 
Randall: Okay, well thank you very much Joshua. 
Joshua: You're welcome. 
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Answer these questions by choosing the correct answer. 
1. Joshua goes to school at 8:30 in the morning.   

True    or    False 
 

2. How does Joshua go to school in Japan? 
a. He rides the subway at 8:00 AM. 
b. He walks with a group of students. 
c. He takes a school bus every morning. 

 
3. Joshua takes his “Taiso fuku”.  This means that he takes 

a. His backpack 
b. His gym clothes 
c. His books 

 
4. Which item does Joshua NOT take to school? 

a. gym clothes 
b. a school hat 
c. a backpack 
 

5. What does Josh do first when he gets to school? 
a. He practices his reading and writing. 
b. He puts on his gym clothes for class. 
c. He stands and bows to the teacher. 
 

6. At Joshua’s school they do not do any Mathematics lesson. 
True   or    False 

 
7. Where does Joshua eat lunch at school? 

a. in the lunchroom 
b. in his classroom 
c. in the gymnasium 
 

8. Joshua probably gets home from school between _____. 
a. 2:00 and 3:00 p.m. 
b. 1:00 and 2:00 p.m. 
c. 3:00 and 4:00 p.m. 
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Poem: The Teacher’s Day in Bed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Cracking Writing Year 3 – Rising Stars 
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Source: Cracking Writing Year 3 – Rising Stars 
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Tuesday 

Reading Comprehension: Rules for Our School 

1. Read text called ‘Rules for Our School’. 
2. Answer the questions that follow. 
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Vocabulary: Back to School 
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Wednesday 
Old and Modern Schooldays  
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Look carefully at the photographs. 
One shows you a classroom in Victorian times. 
The other shows a classroom today. 
 
1. Make a list of / Talk about all the things which are different and 

those which are the same.  Look at: 
 the things in the classroom 
 the way the pupils and teachers are dressed 
 how the classroom is arranged 

2. Use your lists to write: 
a. A description of a Victorian classroom 
b. A description of a modern classroom 
c. Which one you like best and why you like it. 

 
3. Imagine you have been asked to build the perfect classroom.   

a. Make a list of all the things you think should be in it. 
b. Make a list of the things you think should definitely not be in it. 
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Research Project: Going to School in the Past 
 
Your task is to find information about schools in the past. 
 

1. Make a list of 5 questions you want to ask to find out more 
information about schools in the past. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Call your grandparents or another elderly person and get answers to 
your questions. 

3. Extension: Think of a way how to present this new information.  You 
can make a PowerPoint presentation, a booklet, a chart, and send it 
to me via email at pamela.zerafa@ilearn.edu.mt  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What time did school 

start and finish? 

Use this space to plan your questions. 

mailto:pamela.zerafa@ilearn.edu.mt
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Home Schooling   
 

Now that you are experiencing what the term ‘home schooling’ 
means, think about whether you like it or not. Write down a list 
of advantages and disadvantages of learning from home. (Use 

numbers or bullets.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pros Cons 
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Thursday 

Reading Comprehension: Blair Elementary School News for March 
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Writing: An Email 
Imagine you go to the PERFECT school. Write an email to your friend, Pam 
(pamela.zerafa@ilearn.edu.mt ) to describe your perfect school.   
You can write about: 

- What the school looks like and where it is located. 
- What facilities it has (gym, lab, indoor and outdoor pool, etc…) 
- What lessons are done 
- What time school starts and finishes; break times 
- How your classroom is set up 
- Any resources/materials that you use (books, tablets, computers, 

etc.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:pamela.zerafa@ilearn.edu.mt
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Friday 

Reading Comprehension: The Worst Witch 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source: Cracking Comprehension – Rising Stars 
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Source: Cracking Comprehension – Rising Stars 
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Poem: New School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Source: Cracking Writing – Rising Stars 
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Answer these questions: 

1. Who is “I” in this poem? 
__________________________________________________ 

2.List three things you know are in the playground in this poem (apart 
from the children and the teacher). 

_____________       ______________  ____________ 

3.How do you know what time of day it is? 

___________________________________________________ 

4. “One skits our headmaster.” 

  Suggest another way the poet could have said the same thing. 

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 

5.“And everyone knows everyone else.” 

 Why do you think the speaker included this information? 
 

9. Read the title of the poem.  Is this a good title for the poem? 
 Yes _________   No ________ 

 
10. Do you think the playground seems like a happy place for most of the 

children?  Yes _________  No ________ 
 Explain your answer. 

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

11. How does the poet want you to feel about the speaker?  Explain 
your answer. 

 ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 



English Primary Department (2020) 
 

Why we come to school 
1. Brainstorm ideas of why we come to school.  Write down a list or jot 

down your ideas in a web.  Discuss your ideas with an adult. 
2. Look at the image below: Life at school.  Discuss this information and 

add any new ideas to your list.  Why is it important to learn specific 
subjects such as Mathematics, Literacy or PE? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Write down an explanation of why you go to school on the next 
sheet. Use ideas from your list.  Explain your ideas carefully. 
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Why we come to school 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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Doodle drawing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draw your teacher trying to 

hula-hoop. 
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http://jssisdubai.com/Document/Uploaded/Matilda.pdf 
 
Use the following link to download a copy of the book Matilda by Roald Dahl 

http://jssisdubai.com/Document/Uploaded/Matilda.pdf 

You can also watch it, but we all know it’s more fun to read it first! 

Here are some things to discuss after reading the book (or watching the film): 

 Why do you think Matilda is so eager to go to school? 
 Why do you think reading is so important to Matilda? 
 Why do you think Ms Trunchbull treats children so badly? 
 Draw a detailed, labelled character sketch of Miss Honey.  Draw another 

one for Ms Trunchbull.  How are they different? Who do you prefer and 
why? 

 Choose 5 words to describe Ms Trunchbull. Now try to use the thesaurus 
to find words which are similar in meaning to those you have just 
mentioned. 

 How does Miss Honey teach spelling?  Can you make up a word to spell in 
the same way? 

 Would you like to have Ms Trunchbull as your headteacher?  Explain your 
answer. 

 Have you read any other books that are set in a school? 
 

 

 

 

http://jssisdubai.com/Document/Uploaded/Matilda.pdf
http://jssisdubai.com/Document/Uploaded/Matilda.pdf
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Useful Links: 

Poem: No Breathing in Class by Michael Rosen:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1cfVQyrQ3Q 

 

http://www.storiesfromtheweb.org/earlyyears/sfw07_stories.asp NICE STORIES 

http://www.littlegiraffes.com/storyprops1.html 

http://www.storyplace.org/preschool/other.asp 

http://www.priorywoods.middlesbrough.sch.uk/kidsonly/story/story.htm 

http://www.schoolexpress.com/storytime.php   

http://www.storylineonline.net 

https://www.worldbookday.com/ 

 

 

Material taken/adapted from: 

Cambridge Primary: Ready to Go Lessons for English 

Rising Stars: Cracking Comprehension, Year 3 

Rising Stars: Cracking Writing, Year 3 

Nelson English Development Books 3 

Hi-Lo Passages to build Comprehension, Grades 3-4, Scholastic. 

twinkl.com.mt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1cfVQyrQ3Q
http://www.storiesfromtheweb.org/earlyyears/sfw07_stories.asp
http://www.littlegiraffes.com/storyprops1.html
http://www.storyplace.org/preschool/other.asp
http://www.priorywoods.middlesbrough.sch.uk/kidsonly/story/story.htm
http://www.schoolexpress.com/storytime.php
http://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.worldbookday.com/
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READING FOR PLEASURE 
Don’t forget to read for at least 20 minutes a day. Some free eBooks are 

available on the Literacy Pro App on your tablet or by clicking here: 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-

page/?view=image&query&type=book&age_group&level&level_select&book_type
&series&fbclid=IwAR0bkEPpBVu8O0fsr1z1XAIB5TQyaGAuz4RXEUbo1msDSa91ih

-yio0K-l8  
 

If you want someone to read to you, you can always go online and choose a story 
which tickles your fancy: https://www.storylineonline.net/  

 

Teachers and Parents, for more resources, you can visit 

http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/resources 

 

or the official curriculum website: 

https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/syllabi_as_from_sept_2018/Pages/yr03_to_yr06 

_English.aspx 

 

or the Digital Resources tab: 

https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/digital_resources/Pages/Primary-
EnglishResources.aspx 

 

   If you need any help, feel free to contact us. We are more than happy to help you 

make the most of this situation. Let’s not lose sight of what’s important here, 

everyone’s health and safety. Take good care. 

Hugs, 

Pam, Mary Jude and Urieth 
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https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/?view=image&query&type=book&age_group&level&level_select&book_type&series&fbclid=IwAR0bkEPpBVu8O0fsr1z1XAIB5TQyaGAuz4RXEUbo1msDSa91ih-yio0K-l8
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/?view=image&query&type=book&age_group&level&level_select&book_type&series&fbclid=IwAR0bkEPpBVu8O0fsr1z1XAIB5TQyaGAuz4RXEUbo1msDSa91ih-yio0K-l8
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/?view=image&query&type=book&age_group&level&level_select&book_type&series&fbclid=IwAR0bkEPpBVu8O0fsr1z1XAIB5TQyaGAuz4RXEUbo1msDSa91ih-yio0K-l8
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/?view=image&query&type=book&age_group&level&level_select&book_type&series&fbclid=IwAR0bkEPpBVu8O0fsr1z1XAIB5TQyaGAuz4RXEUbo1msDSa91ih-yio0K-l8
https://www.storylineonline.net/
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/resources
https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/digital_resources/Pages/Primary-EnglishResources.aspx
https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/digital_resources/Pages/Primary-EnglishResources.aspx
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Stay-at-Home Resource Pack: WEEK 1: Animals – Answers 
Monday: Listening Task 

1b 2a 3c 4c 5c 6b 
 

Tuesday: A cat called Penguin 

1. Sleepy – relaxed 
2. They were sitting on an apple tree.  

Evidence:  
 “He settled himself more comfortably against the trunk of the apple tree…” 
 “Penguin, who was draped across the same branch…” 
 “He didn’t look as though he was in the best shape for climbing trees…” 

3. True – False – True – True – False 
4. Penguin licked Alfie’s elbow lovingly. 
5. Alfie never fell.  He had perfect balance. 
6. Persuade 
7. He thought Penguin would look good in a leotard. 

He thought it might help Penguin act like a circus performer. 
8. No. Penguin looked sternly at Alfie to warn him off. 

 
Wednesday: Greedy Dog 

1. Orange peel – hot buttered toast. 
2. Likes – enjoys – delights in 
3. C 
4. Gobbling 
5. True 
6. Greedy Dog will eat it up. 

 
Thursday: All about owls 

1. There are several features: site membership, hyperlinks, navigation bars, etc. 
2. About 162 species. 
3. Small animals such as mice and frogs and insects. 
4. Owls have “fluffy feathers” that help them fly silently. They need to be silent to hunt 

successfully. 
5. Nocturnal 
6. Owl Craft 
7. You would see some Northern Barred Owls live. 
8. Other pages about owls.  Pages about other birds. 
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Stay-at-Home Resource Pack: WEEK 2: At School – Answers 
Monday: Listening Task 

1b 2b 3c 4b 5a 
 

Poem: Teacher’s Day in Bed 

1. He can do addition sums. 
2. Probably yes.  The animals (tiger, crocodile, piranha) will make sure to keep the children 

well behaved. 
3. It could help children read. 
4. The piranha fish gives swimming lessons. 
5. Canary – teach singing; eel – to make the computer work; octopus – to make ink; zebra – 

to help with crossing the road. 
6. Answers will vary.   Sample Answer: Yes, the teacher is not as scary as some of the 

animals mentioned in the poem. 

 
Rules for our School 

1. A  2. C  

3. Sample answer: Be nice to other people.  

Writing Prompt: Answers will vary. 

Old and Modern School Days 

1. Same: classroom displays on wall, children sitting at desks (rows), books, interactive 
whiteboard, blocks for hands on activities 
Different: clothes, pupil teacher, classroom layout and seating (groups), many students in 
class 

2./3.  Answers will vary. 

 

Blair Elementary School News for March  

1. A 2. A 3. B 4. D  

5. It means the class clapped for Laurie because they liked her songs. 

The Worst Witch 

1. She’s the school headmistress. 
2. She feels deeply disappointed. 
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3. She is feeling bad/ashamed about herself.  She knows that she’s in trouble. 
4. “My words just seem to go straight in one ear and out of the other.” 
5. Her smile faded when she saw Mildred and she spoke in a tired voice as if she’s been 

repeating the same thing over and over again. 
6. Very bad behaviour 
7. She is upset that she’s in trouble again. 
8. a. humbly        b. To show that she is really sorry and that she did not mean to cause 

trouble. 
9. Answers will vary.  Sample Answer: No.  Mildred is not doing this on purpose, but she 

does not know what she’s doing wrong, so probably she will continue to do so. 

 

New School 

1. The speaker – a new student 
2. Skipping ropes, football, sweets 
3. It’s lunchtime, because the students are having their break, and everyone is in the 

playground. 
4. One imitates the headmaster/pretends to be the headmaster/acts like the headmaster 
5. To show how lonely he feels because he doesn’t know anyone. 
6. Yes 
7. Yes.  The children seem to be having fun, some are skipping ropes, others playing football 

or sharing jokes.   
8. He wants the reader to understand how it feels to be a new student in a school where you 

don’t know anybody. 

 

END OF DOCUMENT 


